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July 2019 

• Appointed Mariela McSoley as our Spiritual Commission Chair. Mariela is a former nun 
and has a strong interest in bringing the school moms into the CCW Fold. 

• Carla Maggi stepped into the role of President Elect and will succeed Jennifer Clark as 
President for the 2020 – 2022 term. 

• Relationship continued to build with the Food Pantry at Our Lady of Good Counsel. 
Jennifer Canon, CCW member, has stepped into the role of numbers coordinator for the 
Food Pantry, logging and tracking the amount of food distributed to its clientele. We 
continue to seek volunteers to work in the pantry from our parish. 

 
August 2019 

• The board held its annual calendar planning meeting early in the month. We laid out the 
entire year (please see the attached calendar of events). 

• Our first General meeting of the year was canceled on the 26th of August as Fr. Hugh 
Gillespie was scheduled to talk with our parish about the 2020 Marian Consecration. We 
took the opportunity to help the parish sell Fr. Gillespie’s book, The Total Consecration 
to Jesus Christ Through Mary, after all masses the weekend of the 24/25 of August and 
hosted a welcome table at the talk on the 26th to continue to sell Father’s books and 
speak with parishioners about the importance of the consecration. 

 
September 2019 

• We held our September General Meeting one week earlier on the 19th to accommodate 
the Leadership Training with the NCCW on the 28th. Anita Hassel from Catholic Charities 
spoke with our members about the Global Solidarity Ministry. It was a welcome 
message to our members about how our CCW can have global impacts from within our 
local community.  

• On Saturday, September 28, our council hosted the Leadership Training & Development 
Program with NCCW Presenters, Linda Clark and Susie Harting. 61 women attended the 
training and 14 Councils from our Diocese were represented. It was a wonderful day of 
learning and fellowship!! The San Juan del Rio Ladies Auxiliary hosted lunch for our 
guests – and we were able to shop at the Ladies’ Arts and Crafts show. Win-Win! 

 
October 2019 

• Our October is off and running, we launched this month with a pilgrimage to Our Lady of 
La Leche Shrine. Dr. Mary Soha, local pediatrician and vice-postulator of the cause for 
Florida Martyrs served as our pilgrimage guide and shared so much wonderful historical 
information on the site and the Florida Martyrs. Naturally, she was very engaging with 
our children who attended as well! Following the tour, we laid out our blankets for a 
family picnic. It was a beautiful day. 



• We tried our best to recognize and represent our Council on Council Sunday on October 
13. We were sort of swallowed up with the festivities in our parking lot – our 13th 
Annual Fall Festival! Our members did wear their nametags throughout the day. We are 
hoping for a much better showing in 2020. 

• On Saturday, October 19, we hosted our St. Augustine Deanery Council for their October 
meeting. Five of our SJDR Council members were in attendance. Members from each of 
our Deanery Affiliates were in attendance: Sacred Heart Fleming Island, St. Luke, St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton and San Juan del Rio. It is always so incredible and inspiring to listen 
to the work of our Council Sisters. Jennifer Clark gave a rundown of our Calendar Year: 

o October General Meeting Overview – see below 
o November we focus on serving our community through blessing bags and 

holiday bag stuffing for the Food Pantry at Our Lady of Good Counsel. Mary Ellen 
Davidson, chair of the Food Pantry, will speak with us at our General Meeting 
about the work of the Pantry. We will also be participating in the Campus Wide 
Cleanup on November 16 to beautify our church and school campus in 
preparation for Advent. 

o December we will continue to stuff holiday bags to support the Food Pantry. We 
will also serve the buddies and staff breakfast at the December Camp I Am 
Special Mini Camp. Our main activity for the month will be a Day-Long Women’s 
Retreat with Fr. John at Marywood on December 12.  

o In January we will focus on fostering and adoption as many families in our church 
are embracing both.  

o We will host a Living Rosary by Candlelight outside of our church on Monday, 
February 24 in lieu of a monthly General Meeting and as a way to prepare for 
Lent beginning that Wednesday. 

o April we will be stuffing holiday bags for the Food Pantry in preparation for 
Easter. 

o Finally, in May, we will host our annual Year in Review meeting. 
o One final announcement: as recently as last week, a group of concerned women, 

both members of our parish and members of our CCW, raised awareness of the 
number of women in our parish who have experienced a miscarriage. As a result, 
they decided to create the Saint Elizabeth Circle, to meet the resource needs of 
women suffering from the loss of a child through miscarriage in our parish – this 
circle will also provide other resources for pregnancy topics. The first meeting is 
an informational one on Thursday, October 24 at 9:30 a.m. 

• Our October will end with our monthly General Meeting on Monday, October 28. We 
will focus on Women’s Health, specifically how Vitamin D plays a role, and we will touch 
on Gut and Brain Health. We will also implement a new format for our meeting: when 
the meeting commences, we will give a report on our work as of August 2019; we will 
project pictures from our website onto the projector; and we will form prayer partners 
and will assign specific tasks to each table so that our members may share in the work 
of our Council. 

 
 



November 2019 
• On November 7, we gathered to stuff Holiday Bags for Our Lady of Good Counsel’s 

Thanksgiving Food Distribution. 
• Members of our CCW worked together with fellow parishioners at the bi-annual 

Campus Cleanup on November 16 to get our church and school campus ready for 
the Advent Season.  

• We ended the month with a CCW Gathering to make and stuff blessing bags for the 
homeless in our community. We also invited Mary Ellen Davidson and Mindy 
Benedict from Our Lady of Good Counsel to speak about the Food Pantry and the 
Garden Ministry. Members of our CCW will visit the garden on Saturday, February 8.  

 
December 2019 

• December 12 we held our first mini-retreat with Father John at Marywood. The retreat 
was for mothers and grandmothers and the theme was Emboldened. We focused on 
Mary as a woman, mother and sister. It was a beautiful day. More than 30 women 
attended. Father was available for confessions all day and we ended our time together 
with adoration in the Marywood Chapel. 

• On December 15, we gathered to stuff bags for Our Lady of Good Counsel’s Christmas 
Food Distribution. 

• Then, we retired to our homes for Christmas and New Year’s to rest and refresh 
ourselves for 2020! 

 
January 2019 

• Our 2020 began with the March for Life in St. Augustine. It was a beautiful morning 
spent with fellow CCW members and San Juan parishioners and thousands of pro-life 
supporters. 

• Our affiliate supported the PINK High School Girls Retreat by supplying more than 40 
girls with personalized journals and ribbon-wrapped vanilla votive candles for the 
January 25 retreat. 

• On January 27, we hosted our General Meeting. The topic was Fostering and Adoption. 
It was an intimate group of men and women who were very interested in these 
vocations. Cailin Smith, parishioner, foster mom and now adoptive mother, spoke to our 
group about their fostering story that led to the adoption of their son. Peter Mitalas, 
husband of Emily Mitalas, our Vice President, spoke about their journey to become the 
adoptive parents of Andrew, from a father’s perspective. It was a lovely evening. 

 
Total Volunteer Hours to date: 3,710 
 
 


